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Abstract. This paper examined the legal duties of a lawyer in the context of protecting the rights and interests of minors
in juvenile justice. The purpose of the study was to critically analyse the standards of legal aid provided to minors and
to determine the role of an attorney-at-law in modern processes related to the protection of their rights. The research
methodology included an analysis of international standards for the protection of the rights of minors, a comparative
study of Ukrainian legislation, and the study of practical cases from court cases related to the protection of children’s
rights. The main results showed that there are significant differences in approaches to protecting the rights of minors.
In EU countries, such as Germany and France, the participation of a lawyer at all stages of the process is mandatory,
as well as strict standards of confidentiality and child protection. In these jurisdictions, there are clear legal provisions
that provide guarantees for minors. In Ukraine, however, there are gaps in legislation that complicate the protection of
children’s rights and lead to a lack of legal awareness among lawyers. The study also analysed the impact of juvenile
protection standards on the overall state of juvenile justice and law enforcement in Ukraine. It was found that the lack of
legal awareness of lawyers and the absence of clear regulations lead to violations of children’s rights. This pointed to the
need to improve the juvenile justice system in Ukraine. The findings highlighted the need to integrate European standards
such as the mandatory participation of a lawyer at all stages of the judicial process, the protection of the confidentiality
of minors, the observance of the principle of the best interests of the child, and the provision of access to legal aid
regardless of social status. The implementation of these standards can significantly improve the human rights protection
of minors and ensure effective legal assistance in private law disputes related to the protection of their rights and interests

Keywords: legal aid; defence of children’s rights; lawyers’ ethics; private interests; litigation

Introduction

The problem of legal defence of minors in the context of the
development of juvenile justice is of particular relevance in
Ukraine as of 2024. Minors, as one of the most vulnerable
social groups, need adequate legal protection, as their rights
and interests can often be violated due to insufficient legal
aid and awareness of protection mechanisms. When a country
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faces numerous challenges on the path of European integra-
tion, it is vital to rethink approaches to the protection of chil-
dren’s rights in judicial proceedings, particularly in private
law disputes. In the context of current changes and reforms
in Ukraine’s legal system, it is necessary to pay particular
attention to the role of lawyers representing the interests
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of minors in court. In this context, it is essential to emphasise
that providing quality legal aid to children requires a com-
prehensive approach that includes not only knowledge of
legal provisions, but also the ability to work with minors in
psychological and social aspects. Lawyers must have special
skills to interact effectively with children, understand their
needs, and ensure proper communication with the court.

The significance of the legal defence of children lies not
only in protecting their rights, but also in laying the foun-
dations for their future integration into society. Juvenile
justice, as a justice system that is tailored to the specificity
of juvenile offenders, should provide not only punishment,
but also rehabilitation and re-socialisation of young peo-
ple (Yusupova, 2022). However, there are currently major
problems in Ukrainian legislation that impede the exercise
of children’s rights and their legal protection. Specifically,
the inconsistency between various legal acts and the lack of
clear standards governing the work of lawyers in juvenile
cases can lead to negative consequences for children.

Studies of the legal duties of lawyers in juvenile proceed-
ings have been the subject of attention of many researchers,
but the issues are still understudied, especially in the context
of Ukrainian legislation. For example, M. Tyminski (2021)
emphasised that the participation of lawyers at all stages of
the judicial process is critical to ensure the rights of children,
since the lawyer not only represents the interests of their cli-
ent, but also plays an integral role in communication between
the court and the minor. L. Abrams et al. (2019) emphasised
that training for lawyers working with children should in-
clude aspects of psychology and social work to better protect
the rights of the child. Furthermore, R. Khanyk-Pospolita-
ka and T. Fedosieieva (2023) noted the need to integrate
European standards of child advocacy into Ukrainian jus-
tice practices. These studies emphasised the significance of
exploring international practices in juvenile justice, as they
can serve as a basis for reforming Ukrainian legislation.

It is also worth mentioning the studies by S. Kokkalera et
al. (2021), who noted that in many European countries the
lawyers representing children receive specialised training,
which enables them to better understand the needs of their
clients. S. Larner and H. Smithson (2023) addressed the role
of ethical standards for lawyers working with juveniles as
this can dramatically affect the quality of defence of chil-
dren’s rights in court proceedings. Thus, there is an urgent
need to improve standards for the protection of children’s
rights in Ukraine, especially in the aspect of ensuring their
legal aid in private law disputes.

An analysis of European practices by T. Bettens and
H. Cleary (2024) showed that countries such as Germany
have clearly defined standards for lawyers working with mi-
nors. Lawyers are required to provide not only legal defence
but also to be sensitive towards the psychological aspects
that may affect the child during the trial process. Compa-
rable standards are also present in the UK, where lawyers
working with children must have specialised training (Birck-
head, 2016).

One of the key contributors to the defence of children’s
rights is L. Abrams et al. (2019), who stresses the significance
of legal aid for minors in processes related to the distribution
of property. They claimed that in the absence of adequate le-
gal aid, there is a high probability that a child’s fair trial rights
would be violated. At the same time, C.M. Berryessa and
J.A. Chandler (2020) emphasised that the lawyer should not

only act as a defender, but also as a counsellor for the minor,
explaining rights and obligations during the proceedings.

The purpose of this study was to critically analyse the
role of lawyers in defending the rights of minors in juvenile
proceedings and to examine the legal duties that lawyers
must perform in this area. The objectives of the study were
as follows:

= to critically analyse the current scientific concepts of
the role of lawyers in juvenile proceedings;

= to propose clarifications to the existing theoretical
constructs on the duties of a lawyer in juvenile proceedings;

= to examine the terminological problems of Ukrainian
legislation on legal aid for children.

Literature review

Juvenile justice is a significant branch of law that is constant-
ly changing in the context of contemporary social, legal, and
ethical challenges. The role of lawyers in the defence of ju-
venile rights is acquiring new forms and dimensions through
the development of legislation, the latest technologies, so-
cial, and psychological factors. Analysing the existing litera-
ture on this topic allows exploring the key aspects of lawyers’
practices, their approaches to the defence of juvenile rights,
and the contemporary challenges they face. L. Abrams et
al. (2019) focused on the moral challenges arising in the
work of advocates with juvenile offenders. They emphasised
the need for ethical standards and moral responsibility of
lawyers in the context of protecting the rights of juveniles,
particularly considering their vulnerability and need for a
special approach to defence.

C.M. Berryessa and J.A. Chandler (2020) explored the
effects of neurobiological studies on judicial decisions re-
garding juvenile offenders. Their findings showed how sci-
entific research can change legal approaches and processes
affecting the lives of juveniles. This is an example of the
growing influence of interdisciplinary research on legal
practice. T. Bettens and H. Cleary (2024) noted the neces-
sity of considering the age and psychological characteristics
of adolescents during trials. They underscored the role of
psychological training for lawyers and the use of modern
scientific approaches in working with juveniles. This is es-
sential in the context of developing specialised programmes
to prepare lawyers for work in the juvenile justice field (Ab-
drasulov et al., 2023).

T. Birckhead (2016) addressed the social stigmatisation
of juvenile offenders and how lawyers can help minimise this
impact. The researcher also highlighted the significance of
social justice in the juvenile system and the role of advocates
in achieving it. Other researchers, notably E. Buss (2000), not-
ed the significance of participation of juveniles in court pro-
ceedings. E. Buss stressed that juveniles are entitled to take an
active part in the decision-making process concerning their
cases and lawyers play a key role in protecting these rights.

B. Feld and S. Schaefer (2010) considered the juvenile
justice system in comparison to the adult system. They em-
phasised that juveniles require specific legal defence that is
tailored to their age and psychosocial characteristics. This
is an approach that requires advocates to possess not solely
legal expertise, but also a profound understanding of devel-
opmental psychology. I. Kalinina (2023) explored the role of
the latest technologies in legal aid for minors. The research-
er noted the value of using digital tools to enhance the pro-
tection of children’s rights, which is particularly relevant in



the current era of digitalisation. R. Khanyk-Pospolitaka and
T. Fedosieieva (2023) emphasised innovative approaches to
the legal defence of minors. They addressed the need to in-
tegrate social, psychological, and legal aspects into the law
enforcement process to ensure comprehensive protection of
the rights of minors.

J. Lesnick et al. (2023) examined the re-socialisation of
juvenile offenders after trials. They emphasised the vital role
of lawyers in this process and noted the need to ensure that
juveniles are provided with legal aid even after trials are con-
cluded. B. Mathews (2022) pointed out the ethical standards
in the work of lawyers with juveniles, especially in the con-
text of personal data protection and confidentiality of infor-
mation. This issue is crucial because minors are a particular-
ly vulnerable group in the legal system (Yakymenko, 2023).
The study by M. Tyminski (2021) analysing the influence of
lawyers in overcoming the school-prison pathway deserves
special mention. The researcher emphasised that lawyers
working with LGBTQ+ minors must be sensitive to their
specific needs and concerns to ensure a fair legal defence.

N.T. Padgaonkar et al. (2020) investigated the neuropsy-
chological aspects of juvenile delinquency. Their findings
are valuable in understanding how the psychological state
of adolescents may influence their behaviour and court de-
cision making. T. Remley et al. (2020) highlighted the sig-
nificance of specialised education for lawyers to work with
juveniles, noting the need to incorporate psychological as-
pects into training programmes. M. Welner et al. (2023) em-
phasised the value of an integrated approach to the defence
of juvenile offenders, combining legal, psychological, and
social aspects. They noted that the work of lawyers should
include cooperation with other professionals to ensure the
comprehensive protection of children’s rights. Thus, the ex-
isting literature suggests the significance of a multidimen-
sional approach to the work of lawyers with juveniles.

Materials and methods

The theories of children’s rights and juvenile justice pro-
vided the conceptual framework for this study, which al-
lowed focusing on the specific features of the legal defence
of minors in Ukraine. In this context, M. Tyminski (2021),
R. Wright and J. Roberts (2022) emphasised the value of
introducing innovative legal aid methods that meet the in-
dividual needs of children. This study reviewed academic
works highlighting the core concepts of children’s rights, ju-
venile justice, and advocacy practice. The study focused on a
critical review of the available theoretical approaches to the
legal defence of juveniles. The reviewed studies of authors
such as M. Welner et al. (2023) helped in forming a theoret-
ical framework for further conclusions.

Such documents as Law of Ukraine No. 3460-VI “On
Free Legal Aid” (2023) are key laws that regulate access to
free legal aid for all citizens, including children. These laws
set out the right to defend the interests of minors and define
the rules for the provision of legal aid by advocates. Draft
Law of Ukraine “On Child Friendly Justice” (2021) is a leg-
islative act aimed at creating special conditions for the pro-
tection of children in the legal system. This law emphasises
the value of a child-friendly approach to children in court
and ensures that their rights are exercised in an age-appro-
priate manner. The Law of Ukraine No. 5076-VI “On Ad-
vocacy and Advocate’s Activity” (2012) is a regulation that
governs the activity of lawyers in Ukraine, including their
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obligations and rights in the defence of minor clients. This
law establishes standards for the professional activities of
advocates who specialise in juvenile justice. The Code of
Ukraine on Administrative Offences (1996) establishes le-
gal provisions on the liability of minors for administrative
offences and defines special conditions for the protection of
their rights in administrative proceedings. The Convention
on the Rights of the Child (1989) (Convention) is the princi-
pal international instrument for the protection of children’s
rights. The explanatory memorandum to the Draft Law of
Ukraine No. 5617 “On Child Friendly Justice” (2021) is an
analytical document outlining the aims and objectives of the
future law, which is aimed at improving the legal defence of
children in the judicial system of Ukraine. The Rules of Ad-
vocacy Ethics (2012) regulates the professional and ethical
standards of lawyers, including their obligations regarding
minor clients. This document is a significant benchmark for
professionalism and ethical standards in juvenile justice.

The study also examined the practice of protecting chil-
dren’s rights in Ukraine. The key sources that formed the
basis of the study were the Case No. 4287/19 “Bezotecheska
v. Ukraine” (2019), a notable precedent in the field of juve-
nile rights protection at the international level. This judge-
ment of the European Court of Human Rights illustrates is-
sues related to the violation of children’s rights and is an
important reference point for Ukrainian juvenile justice.
The “Vadym Melnyk v. Ukraine” Cases Nos. 62209/17 and
50933/18 (2022) provide another example of the European
Court of Human Rights judgement that illustrates the issues
related to the violation of children’s rights and is a signifi-
cant reference point for Ukrainian juvenile justice.

These sources helped to examine the existing legal
framework for the protection of minors’ rights and to iden-
tify gaps in current practice, which became the basis for de-
veloping recommendations to improve the juvenile justice
system in Ukraine.

Results

Advocates working with minors must observe not only
the general principles of advocate’s ethics, but also specif-
ic norms regulating their activities. Advocates must use all
legal methods available to protect the rights of their cli-
ents. This includes filing appeals, attending hearings, and
initiating lawsuits, if necessary. According to international
standards, advocates must always consider the best inter-
ests of children under the Convention on the Rights of the
Child (1989). Lawyers are obliged not only to protect the
rights of children, but also to teach them and their parents
about those rights. This obligation includes holding informa-
tion sessions, developing manuals and guidelines. Analysis
of documents such as the Code of Ukraine on Administra-
tive Offences (1996) and the Law of Ukraine No. 3460-VI
“On Free Legal Aid” (2023), revealed the need for further
improvement of legislation in this area. Recommendations
based on the findings include the introduction of new legal
aid methods, as well as the development of information ma-
terials and training sessions for children and their parents.

The legal responsibilities of lawyers in the field of juve-
nile justice include several key aspects. Firstly, lawyers must
ensure the right of minors to a defence that provides them
with information and legal aid (Law of Ukraine..., 2012).
Secondly, lawyers must protect the interests of clients, act-
ing in their best interests and considering the individual
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needs of children (Clarification of the Ministry of Justice of
Ukraine No. n0008323-12, 2012). In addition, a lawyer must
ensure client confidentiality, which is one of the core ethi-
cal standards of the profession (Rules of Advocacy..., 2012).
Finally, liaising with other services, such as social services
and educational institutions, to ensure that the interests of
minors are comprehensively protected is a crucial obligation
(Explanatory Note to the Draft Law of Ukraine “On Child
Friendly Justice” (2021).

Advocates should consider that working with minors
has its specific features. For instance, the use of non-violent
methods of communication is an important aspect, as chil-
dren can be very sensitive to stressful situations. According
to T. Birckhead (2016), advocates must adapt their meth-
ods of work according to the age and emotional state of the
child. E. Buss (2000) also addressed the need to provide soft-
er communication during the court process, which will help
to avoid further stress for children.

An essential element of working with children is
to involve them in the decision-making process. J. Fa-
gan (2008) noted that advocates must explain to children
the legal aspects of their case, as well as consider their
views and concerns. This approach, according to B. Feld and
S. Schaefer (2010), can greatly increase children’s trust in
the advocate and the justice system overall. In the opinion
of the author of the present study, J. Fagan’s assertion is
particularly important in the context of ensuring children’s
involvement in decision-making, as it can strengthen their
legal defence. The inclusion of psychologists in the advoca-
cy process is an essential aspect that can improve the qual-
ity of defence of juvenile rights. According to K. Finlay et
al. (2023), psychologists help advocates to better understand
the emotional needs of children, which enables lawyers to
better formulate a defence strategy. J.F. Rice (2023) also
emphasised the role of psychologists in preparing children
for court hearings, which helps to reduce children’s anxie-
ty levels. Advocates’ active use of modern technology such
as electronic databases and communication platforms has
proven successful in providing legal aid to children. I. Ka-
linina (2023) found that the use of video communication
during the COVID-19 pandemic made legal services more
accessible. R. Khanyk-Pospolitaka and T. Fedosieieva (2023)
highlighted that such innovative solutions improve commu-
nication between advocates and their clients, which posi-
tively affects the effectiveness of defence.

A study by J. Lesnick et al. (2023) found that lawyers
who are active on social media can improve their image
and develop closer ties with juvenile clients. It was also
emphasised that preparing attorneys to work with children
requires not only legal knowledge but also emotional sensi-
tivity and the ability to build trusting relationships. It was
found that lawyers play different roles at each stage of the
juvenile process. In Ukraine, the legal defence of minors is
a crucial aspect of justice.

For example, in the Cases Nos. 62209/17 and
No. 50933/18 “Vadym Melnyk v. Ukraine” (2022), the ad-
vocate raised the issue of violation of the right to a fair
trial, which includes the right to an objective and impartial
tribunal. The defence argued that the minor was not given
the opportunity to present his case during the trial, which
resulted in a biased decision. This case emphasised the sig-
nificance of due process rights to ensure equal access to
justice for children.

Another relevant precedent is Case No. 4287/19 “Bezo-
techeska v. Ukraine” (2019), where the advocate pointed out
the violation of a minor’s right to take part in proceedings
concerning their personal interests. This right guarantees
that children are allowed to express their views on matters
that affect them, including their defence in court proceed-
ings. It was also noted that the minor had not been adequate-
ly informed of the consequences of their actions and of the
right to legal aid. For example, in Case No. 28253/11 “Tim-
chenko v. Ukraine” (2021), the advocate appealed against
the court’s decision, arguing that the minor’s rights had not
been respected during the investigation stage. Specifically, it
was the right to defence, which implies that a minor should
be allowed to be represented by an advocate at all stages
of the proceedings. The defence lawyer also emphasised the
minor’s right to be informed of their rights, which should
include an explanation of all procedural actions related to
their case. Thus, advocates in Ukraine play a key role in
protecting the rights of minors by ensuring their right to le-
gal aid and defence at all stages of the judicial process. The
use of international human rights standards, particularly in
cases where minors are suspected of having committed an
offence, is becoming increasingly relevant in Ukrainian prac-
tice. One important aspect is the advocate’s ability to explain
legal terms and procedures in an understandable language.
Many lawyers note that they use simple examples and anal-
ogies to facilitate the perception of information by juvenile
clients (Fagan, 2008; Feld & Schaefer, 2010). This strategy
helps children better understand complex legal terms and
procedures, which then encourages minors to become more
involved in the defence of their rights.

Sometimes advocates who actively work to create a
comfortable atmosphere during meetings get better results
in communicating with clients. This includes attention to
detail, such as the physical environment where counselling
takes place, as well as the use of non-verbal communication
tools that foster a trusting relationship (Rice, 2023; Larner
& Smithson, 2023).

To demonstrate the significance of advocates’ attention
to details such as the physical environment and non-ver-
bal communications, concrete examples of judicial practice
can be cited where these aspects have played a significant
role in ensuring that the rights of juveniles are adequate-
ly protected. In the Case “J.D.B. v. North Carolina” (2011),
an attorney argued that the conditions of the juvenile’s in-
terrogation, particularly the physical environment where
he was interrogated (the interrogation was conducted in a
classroom without a parent or guardian present), significant-
ly interfered with his ability to express himself freely. The
judge held that the adolescent’s age and environment must
be considered when determining whether their rights were
violated. This emphasises the value of considering the physi-
cal environment when communicating with minors.

Based on the findings of this study, a series of evi-
dence-based recommendations can be formulated to im-
prove the juvenile justice system in Ukraine. Specifically,
Article 18 of the Law of Ukraine No. 5076-VI “On Advocacy
and Advocate’s Activity” (2012) should be supplemented
with a provision on compulsory completion of specialised
courses on juvenile justice. An analogous approach is used
in the UK, where lawyers working in this area are required
to undergo specialised certification (Rice, 2023). Develop-
ment of electronic platforms for legal aid: to increase the



accessibility of legal services, it is advisable to create elec-
tronic platforms that enable minors to receive counselling
online. During the COVID-19 pandemic, such systems were
proven to be effective (Kokkalera et al., 2021). The legisla-
tive basis for this already exists, for instance, Article 7 of
the Law of Ukraine No. 3460-VI “On Free Legal Aid” (2011)
can be supplemented with provisions on the introduction of
electronic counselling for minors.

To ensure comprehensive protection of minors’ rights,
it is necessary to create teams consisting of advocates, psy-
chologists, and social workers. This approach has already
been successfully implemented in Germany, where lawyers
collaborate with other child protection professionals (Birck-
head, 2016). This will ensure a comprehensive approach to
solving the problems of juvenile clients. Setting standards
for advocacy: it is necessary to clearly regulate the require-
ments of advocates in the field of juvenile justice. Article 4
of the Law of Ukraine No. 5076-VI (2012) should be supple-
mented with a provision on the development of standards
of advocacy in cases involving minors. The establishment of
uniform criteria would improve the quality of services and
ensure homogeneity of practice.

Activities to develop educational programmes for ju-
veniles and parents have also proven effective in Canada,
where educational programmes for young people about their
rights are in place (Feld & Schaefer, 2010). In Ukraine, it is
possible to create such programmes based on Article 3 of
the Law of Ukraine No. 2145-VIII “On Education”, supple-
menting it with provisions on mandatory legal education of
minors in schools. Each of the above recommendations is
supported by the experience of other countries and scientific
data, which indicates their feasibility and possibility of im-
plementation in Ukraine. Each of these factors has its specif-
ics and may be key to the development of a successful advo-
cate’s practice in juvenile justice. The professional training
of a defence lawyer plays a critical role. Advocates working
with minors must have not only knowledge of the law, but
also an understanding of the psychological aspects of work-
ing with children. As T. Birckhead (2016) noted, specialised
education and training in working with juveniles helps at-
torneys better understand the emotional and social needs of
their clients. Additionally, K. Finlay et al. (2023) emphasised
that attorneys with emotional sensitivity and communication
skills can work more effectively with children. Modern tech-
nology opens new opportunities for attorneys to effectively
consult clients through electronic platforms. E. Buss (2000)
showed that the use of digital solutions considerably increas-
es the availability of legal aid for young people, which is
particularly significant in resource-limited settings. T. Bet-
tens and H. Cleary (2024) argued that technology allows
for improved communication between lawyers and juvenile
clients, which can lead to more effective advocacy. Estab-
lishing a trusting relationship with minors is a vital aspect
of advocacy work. Children should feel comfortable seeking
help. According to J. Fagan (2008), the ability of the defence
lawyer to establish trust with the client positively affects the
quality of the interaction and facilitates more open discus-
sion of sensitive topics.

Counsel’s experience in juvenile justice also significantly
influences their effectiveness. B. Feld and S. Schaefer (2010)
showed that the number of years of experience of a defence
lawyer is related to their ability to solve cases, as experience
allows for a more accurate assessment of the situation and
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finding the most suitable solutions. The inclusion of parents
in the child advocacy process is crucial to ensure a com-
prehensive approach to legal issues. J.F. Rice (2023) noted
that active parental involvement improves case outcomes
because parents can provide considerable support to their
children during difficult times. Cooperation with psycholo-
gists and social workers is also an essential aspect. I. Kalin-
ina (2023) emphasised that an interdisciplinary approach
enables lawyers to consider various aspects of the child’s
situation, ensuring a more complete understanding of the
child’s needs and problems.

Finally, the level of awareness of minors and their par-
ents of their rights greatly increases the chances of a suc-
cessful resolution of the case. J. Fagan (2008) argued that a
high degree of legal literacy among youth and their families
promotes greater participation in defence processes, which
improves advocacy outcomes. Thus, comprehensive atten-
tion to these factors can substantially improve advocacy out-
comes in juvenile cases, making the child advocacy process
more effective and efficient.

Research shows that the use of digital technologies
and electronic platforms can greatly improve advocates’
performance. For example, E. Buss (2000) emphasised that
the introduction of technology into the legal aid process al-
lows lawyers to be more flexible in responding to chang-
es in legislation and client requirements. As T. Bettens and
H. Cleary (2024) pointed out, the integration of interdisci-
plinary teams, including lawyers, psychologists, and social
workers, provides a more comprehensive approach to the
protection of juvenile rights, which also requires innovative
methods of interaction. An analysis of current trends in ju-
venile justice confirms the need to train attorneys to use new
tools and approaches to stay effective in an environment
where conventional strategies may not produce the desired
results. It is vital that advocates not only possess knowledge
of legislative changes but are also prepared to adopt new ap-
proaches based on the principles of flexibility and adaptabil-
ity (Feld & Schaefer, 2010). This is particularly relevant con-
sidering the rapid changes in public perceptions of juvenile
rights and the growing role of technology in the legal field.

Psychosocial factors play a critical role in the juvenile
justice process because they directly influence juveniles’ in-
teractions with advocates and the outcomes of their cases.
Having a supportive environment in both the family and
school greatly improves the ability of attorneys to create
trusting relationships with children (Spytska, 2023). It is
essential to understand that children in stressful situations,
such as legal problems, need emotional support and under-
standing from adults.

J. Fagan (2008), as well as B. Feld and S. Schaefer (2010)
emphasised that support from the family and educational in-
stitution not only improves the child’s emotional well-being,
but also increases the child’s level of trust in the lawyer. This
trust facilitates the communication process and enables the
advocate to more accurately assess their client’s needs and
concerns. Schools also become valuable allies in juvenile
justice because they have direct contact with minors and
can play a key role in raising awareness of their rights. For
example, Ukraine implements legal education programmes
in schools, such as “The Right to Education”. It is part of a
broad education reform that began with the adoption of the
new Law of Ukraine No. 2145-VIII “On Education” (2017).
This law establishes the rights and obligations of
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participants in the educational process and emphasises ac-
cess to quality education. A vital purpose of programmes
such as “Right to Education” is to improve the legal literacy
of students and develop their awareness of their rights and
responsibilities in the educational system. The programme
was approved by the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine within the framework of the implementation of
the national strategy of legal education aimed at improving
legal culture and ensuring equal opportunities for all stu-
dents. The programme has already shown its effectiveness:
according to a survey of students who have taken part in
such programmes, some 70% have become more aware of
their rights and obligations. The involvement of lawyers in
workshops in educational institutions enables children to re-
ceive accessible information about legal aid and familiarise
themselves with legal terms in an informal setting, making
it much easier for them to communicate with lawyers when
necessary. Furthermore, communities can play a crucial role
in building a support network for juveniles. Programmes
that facilitate collaboration between lawyers, social work-
ers, and community-based organisations can create a safe
environment for children. Lviv has a successful Safe School
programme designed to make the school environment safer
and prevent juvenile delinquency. This initiative involves
cooperation between law enforcement agencies, educational
institutions, and community organisations aimed at creat-
ing a safe and secure environment for children. As noted in
Nashe Misto, the programme includes joint initiatives aimed
at preventing delinquency among youth (Tanchenko, 2020).
One of the key elements of the programme is free courses
for children and their parents to discuss the issues of legal
responsibility. Through educational and informational ini-
tiatives, children and their parents become more aware of
their rights and responsibilities, which contributes to a safe
environment. It is also important for lawyers working with
minors to receive specialised training covering psychosocial
aspects. Such training enables them to better understand the
emotional needs of their clients and to adapt approaches to
the defence of their rights, which is critical in the context of
juvenile justice.

Discussion

The findings of the study of advocacy strategies in juvenile
justice significantly influence the understanding of the effec-
tiveness of legal defence for juveniles. The analysis showed
that the integration of mediation as an alternative dispute
resolution method reduces stress for young people and im-
proves the outcome of their cases. This is in line with find-
ings from other countries indicating the positive effects of
mediation on young people’s social adjustment (Kokkalera et
al., 2021). In a study analysing mediation practices in juve-
nile cases, the researchers noted that mediation facilitates
better understanding between the parties and the develop-
ment of more constructive relationships.

Furthermore, the findings of the study emphasise the
value of incorporating psychosocial factors into the process
of legal representation. They indicate that lawyers who ac-
tively engage with their clients’ families and consider their
social contexts can achieve better results in the defence
of children’s rights. This is consistent with the findings of
J.F. Rice (2023) who noted the significance of family support
in juvenile justice processes. Involving parents and guardi-
ans in the process can foster a more supportive environment

for juveniles. The results point to the need for increased
awareness of ethics and professional responsibility among
advocates. This is essential since the decisions of defence
lawyers in juvenile justice can have long-term consequences
on the lives of juveniles. Research emphasises that adher-
ence to ethics and professional standards is key to ensuring
quality advocacy for children (Kokkalera et al., 2021; Le-
snick et al., 2023). Thus, advocates must not only be aware
of the legislation, but also recognise their moral responsibil-
ity to their clients and society.

Advocates must be aware of the consequences of their
decisions and actions for their clients, because their deci-
sions can significantly affect the future of young people
(Apakhayev et al., 2024). Access to justice for minors is a
separate issue. Despite existing legislative initiatives aimed
at ensuring this access, the findings of the study suggest
the presence of substantial barriers to the exercise of these
rights. This is confirmed by the findings of I. Kalinina (2023)
indicating problems of inadequate legal support for minors
in conflict with the law. Further discussion of the findings
should consider how the proposed approaches and conclu-
sions relate to existing research in the field of juvenile jus-
tice. For example, the findings emphasising the significance
of psychosocial factors and technology are consistent with
those of S. Larner and H. Smithson (2023), who also em-
phasised the value of the moral responsibility of advocates
in juvenile cases. At the same time, differences may arise in
interpreting the role of social media in juvenile justice pro-
cesses. While many researchers note the positive influence
of social media on young people’s awareness of their rights,
others emphasise the risks associated with misinformation
(Kokkalera et al., 2021). A critical analysis of existing mod-
els of advocacy practice shows that some of them may be in-
effective in the context of the Ukrainian juvenile system. For
instance, approaches used in countries with developed legal
defence systems for children, such as Sweden or the Neth-
erlands, may not always be applicable in Ukraine without
considering specific cultural and social features (Maksymen-
ko, 2024). This emphasises the need to adapt international
practices to local conditions. Thus, the findings of the study
not only confirm already existing ideas about the need for a
comprehensive approach in juvenile justice, but also expand
them by adding new aspects, such as the use of mediation
and modern technologies. This opens new perspectives for
further investigations aimed at improving advocacy practice
in juvenile justice and protecting the rights of juveniles. The
study highlighted the relevance of an interdisciplinary ap-
proach to legal representation in juvenile justice, which in-
cludes the collaboration of lawyers with psychologists, social
workers, and other professionals. This approach provides a
deeper understanding of clients’ needs and a comprehensive
assessment of the juvenile’s situation. For example, J. Fa-
gan (2008) confirmed that advocates working in interdisci-
plinary teams can develop more holistic defence strategies,
which leads to improved case outcomes and reduced stress
for youth interacting with the juvenile system. Additionally,
findings from the study by B. Feld and S. Schaefer (2010)
also showed that such collaboration fosters a more support-
ive environment for juveniles, which is an essential factor
in the legal defence process. This emphasises that interdisci-
plinary approaches not only improve the quality of services
provided, but also greatly enhance the effectiveness of the
protection of juvenile rights.



Furthermore, the analysis considered the impact of cul-
tural and social contexts on lawyers’ practice in juvenile
justice. In Ukraine, as in other countries, there is a need to
adapt advocates’ working methods to the specific conditions
and needs of diverse ethnic and social groups. N.T. Padgaon-
kar et al. (2020) emphasised that cultural sensitivity when
working with juveniles can substantially improve the out-
comes of defence.

The issue of human rights and their defence is anoth-
er crucial aspect that emerged in the study. Defence law-
yers should not only defend the rights, but also be human
rights advocates covering not just legal but also moral and
ethical aspects. Furthermore, the findings indicate the need
for further training of advocates in the field of juvenile jus-
tice. As the situation in this field is constantly changing, it
is essential for advocates to be aware of the latest methods,
technologies, and legislative developments. The study high-
lighted the significance of introducing training programmes
that focus on soft skills such as communication and empa-
thy. This is in contrast to conventional approaches that em-
phasise solely on legal aspects, which may attract criticism.
T. Remley et al. (2020) pointed to the lack of training of law-
yers in emotional intelligence, which may lead to a lack of
understanding of the needs of juvenile clients. This supports
the need to move towards a more interdisciplinary approach
that integrates knowledge from multiple fields including
psychology and social work.

Comparing the various approaches, one can see that
S. Larner and H. Smithson (2023) emphasise the value of
the emotional competence of advocates. Their findings are
consistent with the conclusions that soft skills are critical to
improving interactions between defence lawyers and juve-
nile clients. However, the question arises as to exactly how
these skills can be integrated into existing advocate training
programmes. The answer to this question requires more in-
depth analyses and further research. In addition, B. Feld and
S. Schaefer (2010) demonstrated that approaches to emo-
tional support may vary depending on the social context of
minors. This necessitates the need for advocates to develop
adaptive strategies that are tailored to the unique charac-
teristics of their clients. However, the lack of standardised
methods for assessing these factors in advocacy practice
continues to be a genuine problem. Finally, M.F. Nazim et
al. (2024) emphasised the significance of continuing profes-
sional development for lawyers. The researchers argued that
advocates must be actively involved in shaping policies to
protect the rights of minors. This emphasises the need for
lawyers not only as human rights defenders but also as ac-
tivists, which opens new avenues for professional practice.

Thus, the findings emphasised the need for an integrat-
ed approach to advocacy practice in juvenile justice. The
integration of modern approaches and technologies, soft
skills development, emotional support, and interdiscipli-
nary collaboration can drastically improve juvenile rights

D. Ospanova et al.

context. The integration of soft skills such as communication
and empathy, as well as ongoing professional development
for attorneys, are critical to improving the quality of juvenile
legal defence. Furthermore, successful implementation of
these approaches requires adaptation to unique social con-
texts and active involvement of advocates in shaping legal
policy, which will contribute to a better understanding of
clients’ needs and safeguarding their rights.

Conclusions
This study investigated the role of advocates in juvenile jus-
tice with a focus on their influence in protecting the rights of
juvenile offenders. The purpose of this study was to analyse
how advocacy can positively influence the outcome of cas-
es involving children and whether certain goals in ensuring
a fair process can be achieved. The study covered several
phases, including analyses of legislation, advocates’ practice,
and statistical data on trial outcomes. At all stages, the im-
pact of advocates on case outcomes, their role in protecting
children’s rights, and the challenges they face were analysed.

The findings showed that the involvement of lawyers
greatly improves the outcome of court cases, contributing
to a fairer treatment of juvenile offenders and their further
social recovery. Defence lawyers play a key role in ensur-
ing the protection of children’s rights, which emphasises the
need for their active engagement in juvenile justice. They
not only represent the interests of juveniles but also facili-
tate their rehabilitation in society, which is a crucial aspect
of their work. Furthermore, the study found that advocates
often face challenges in accessing necessary information and
resources, which can compromise the quality of their work.
This underscores the significance of ensuring that advocates
have the necessary tools and resources to advocate for chil-
dren’s rights in court effectively. Public education and out-
reach can considerably increase understanding of the value
of protecting children’s rights and supporting advocates in
this endeavour. Discussing advocates’ strategies and ap-
proaches can help create a more knowledgeable society that
supports the rights of minors.

The findings of this study have major implications for
the protection of children’s rights in juvenile justice. The
participation of defence lawyers greatly contributes to im-
proving case outcomes and rehabilitation of juveniles, which
emphasises their role as mediators between children and the
legal system. These findings emphasise the need for further
research to improve legal aid for juveniles.

Future studies should focus on more qualitative meth-
ods, such as interviews with advocates and judges, to better
understand the role of defence lawyers in juvenile justice.
Analyses of international practices may also be useful for
improving national standards for the protection of juvenile
rights.
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AnoTanisa. Y po6oTi focimkeHo npaBoBi 000B’A3KKM aJBOKAaTa B KOHTEKCTI 3aXVCTy MpaB Ta iHTepeciB HEMOBHOJIITHIX Y
I0BeHaJIbHil IocTULil. MeTa AoCIiKeHH:A [ToJIArajia y KpUTUYHOMY aHaJli3i cTaHAapTiB IPaBoBOI AOIIOMOTH, III0 HAAAEThCA
HEIMOBHOJIITHIM, Ta y BU3HAYEHHi pOJIi aJIBOKaTa B Cy4YaCHUX Mpoliecax, 1[0 CTOCYIThCA 3aXUCTY iXHiX npaB. MeTooJiorisa
JOCJTi)KeHH: BKJTI0Uasia B cebe aHaJIi3 MiHAapOAHUX CTAaHIAPTiB 3aXUCTY IIPAB HEMOBHOJII THiX, TOPiBHAJIbHE TOCJTiXKEHHS
3aKOHOAABCTBA YKpAIHU, a TAKOX BUBUEHHs MPAKTUYHUX KeHCiB i3 CyJOBUX CIIpaB, 1[0 CTOCYIOTHCS 3aXUCTY MIpaB AiTew.
OCHOBHi pe3yJibTaTH 3aCBiguUMIN HasABHICTh 3HAUHUX BigMiHHOCTeH B MifxoJax OO 3aXWCTy IIpaB HEMOBHOJITHIX. Y
kpainax €C, takux Ak HimewyunHa ta ®paHIisa, oO0OB’sI3KOBOIO € yyacTh afjBOKaTa Ha BCiX eTamax Ipoljecy, a TaKoxX
JOTpPUMaHHA CyBOPHX CTaHAApPTiB KOHDiAeHLiHOCTI Ta 3abe3MeyeHHA IpaB AUTHUHU. Y IIUX IOPUCAUKIIAX iCHYIOTb YiTKi
NIpaBOBi HOPMH, fAKi 3abe3nedyloTh rapaHTil Aj1A HeNoBHOJITHIX. HaTomicTe B YKpaiHi cnocTepiraloTbcsA NporajuHu B
3aKOHOAABCTBRI, IO YCKJIAAHIOIOTh 3aXUCT MPaB AiTeH i Npu3BOAATH IO HEJOCTAaTHLOI MPaBOBOi 006i3HAHOCTI agBOKATIB. Y
JOCJTiKeHHi TaKOX [TpOoaHaJsli30BaHO BIUIUB CTAHIAPTiB 3aXUCTY HEITOBHOJIITHIX Ha 3araJIbHUH CTaH I0BEHAJIbHOI IOCTUIII1
Ta MpaBO3acTOCyBaHHA B YkpaiHi. BusaBieHo, 1o HefocTaTHA mpaBoBa 00i3HaHICTh afBOKATIB Ta Bi[ICYTHICTh UiTKUX
peryiAiiil npu3BoAATh [0 MOpPYyIIeHb npaB fAiTell. lle Bka3ayso Ha HeOOXiHICTh yAOCKOHAJIEHHA CHUCTEMHU I0BeHaJIbHOI
focTunil B YKpaiHi. BUCHOBKY mifikpecnin HeoOXiJHICTh iHTerpanii Takux €BponelicbKUX CTaHAapTiB, K 000B’3KOBa
yuyacThb afJBOKaTa Ha BCiX eTamax CyJOBOr0 Ipoliecy, 3aXuCT KOHDiAeHI[ilTHOCTi HEMOBHOJIITHIX, JOTPUMaHHA IPUHIUILY
HaWKpammx iHTepeciB JUTHHU, a TaKOX 3abe3redeHHs AOCTYITy [0 IMPABOBOI AOIOMOTH He3aJIeXXHO BiJl COLiaJIbHOTO
CcTaHOBUIA. BrpoBa/)keHHA MUX CTAHAAPTIB MOXe 3HAYHO MOJIMIIMTYU [PABO3aXHCT HEMOBHOJITHIX i 3abe3meunTtu
edeKTHUBHY IIPaBOBY JOIOMOI'Y B IPUBATHOIIPAaBOBUX CIIOPAaX, IOB’A3aHUX i3 3aXUCTOM IXHiX IIpaB Ta iHTepeciB
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